Sell it to her friends ? But your friends always deserted you when you needed them. Eat the twenty thousand kilos ? Her gorge rose. Even if she lived on nothing but sweet dishes, it would be difficult for a woman living by herself to consume more than a hundred kilos a year. Two hundred years of sugar. ... At all costs, some day or other, Germaine would have to unburden herself to Gurau about this misadventure.
She decided not to think about it any more. Germaine was by no means of an easy-going disposition. She did not take daily troubles lightly ; and she was especially responsive to anxiety about money. But she possessed a mind with a good circulation. Ideas, in her case, never had any tendency to become fixed.
She looked at the other pages of the paper. This Bulgarian business - Germaine was familiar with it. Gurau had no hesitation about talking politics to her. Besides, she was quite at her ease in serious conversation. Not only had she received the complete secondary education of girls at the Fenelon academy, but private tuition had also enabled her to pass the two parts of the classical examination for the bachelor's degree, letters and philosophy.
What surprised her sometimes - for she made a study of herself-was that she should never feel, about questions which she believed she understood as well as Gurau and about which she could give a sensible opinion, the keen interest which he took in them. It was the same to-day. If she knew that the situation was serious, if she perceived the consequences which these Eastern disputes might have for Europe, it was not merely because Gurau had told her so. She could realise it very well on her own account. But she could not get excited about it.
The drop of twelve centimes in refined sugar disturbed her, fundamentally, much more. And if somebody whose opinion was authoritative had told her that her Nagasaki kimono was preposterously badly cut, she would have been frankly desolated. She was not such a fool as to ignore the fact that a European catastrophe would involve

